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Visual brand and  
claim support 
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With today’s sophisticated formulations and transparent packaging, it has 
become even more challenging to maintain a product’s key visual and 
sensorial appearance. Color is an important criterion for sensorial appeal, 
used to boost product placement and recognition, and is therefore essential 
for commercial success.

For a product to succeed, it needs a powerful visual 
appearance, in line with the brand strategy and product 
message. Choosing high quality dyes and pigments is the 
basis for successfully communicating your message via 
product esthetics and visual appearance. 

We recognize the importance of delivering more than just 
products to our customers. That is why we also offer concepts 
and technical expertise to enable the creation of strong brand 
differentiation. BASF has a long history in color science, 
chemistry and applications. We will assist you in achieving 
exactly the shade that represents your product’s message and 
triggers the desired emotions, whether that means a natural 
look, colors that correlate with scents, or bold and inspiring 
packaging.

Working together, we can help you to make the right choice of 
color. Our broad range of Puricolor® and Iragon® dyes and 
pigments are used in a wide range of everyday products, from 
bath and shower products to makeup, laundry detergents and 
surface cleaners.
 
Colorants for personal, home and fabric care products 

Fast-moving consumer goods in these categories rely on 
vibrant, distinctive presentation to enable them to cut through 
on the shelf and attract the customer’s eye. 

Our broad portfolio of dyes and pigments offers you limitless 
choice, while our exceptional product quality enables you to 
consistently achieve the precise color match you need. 

All our products meet all relevant international standards for 
safety and production integrity. With our long-standing 
expertise in dye and pigment chemistry and innovative 
technical support, we can work with you to create high-
performance and cost-effective solutions for everything from 
accurate color matching or shade suggestions to formulation 
support.
 
Our in-depth knowledge of home care and personal care 
applications and formulations enables us to help you to 
improve product safety, as well as optimizing color handling. 
With our global production centers, technical support and 
logistics, we are always close to your core markets and 
production facilities.

BASF’s expertise in color matching will enhance the 
performance of your brand and ensure that your products 
stand out from the crowd with their bright and brilliant colors.  
 
So if a long tradition of dye and pigment technology means 
achieving the most modern results, that’s because at BASF, 
we create chemistry.
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fresh
soft

clean
appealing

new fragrance

long lasting

new formula

new effect



Color range for home and  
personal care products 

Transparent portfolio: Two brand names for home and personal care.	
Puricolor® for personal care and home and fabric care products.
Iragon® for home and fabric care products.

Puricolor®  

 

Puricolor® dyes are high-quality cosmetic dyes and pigments 
that can also be used in home and fabric care products.  
The Puricolor® pigment range consists of inorganic minerals 
like iron oxides and ultramarines, as well as liquid dispersions. 
For bright shades our synthetic Puricolor® organic dyes are  
the perfect choice.

Puricolor® products meet the material specifications of the EU 
Cosmetic Directive. Some selected products correspond also 
to the Japanese MHLW. The Puricolor® range of FDA Colors 
are FDA batch-certified and meet the US FDA requirements for 
personal care products as well. All Puricolor® products feature 
stringent microbiological specifications. 

Iragon®  

 

The BASF Iragon® HFC color range consists of pigments  
and anionic, water-soluble dyes and are recommended for  
use in home and fabric care products. Our comprehensive 
range offers a wide choice of colors for various formulation 
parameters, such as pH stability, bleach stability and light 
stability including a range of Iragon® liquid dyes. 

 

Iragon® liquid dyes are unique shades, specially developed for 
laundry products due to low risk of fabric staining. They are 
designed for easy handling and dosing and enhance
production hygiene and feature stringent microbiological 
specifications.

Regulatory requirements and product choice
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Puricolor®
 

FDA Grade required

Puricolor®

Puricolor® 
Iragon®

Personal 
care

US FDA

Personal care

EU Cosmetic Directive 
Japanese MHLW

Home and fabric care

EU Detergents Directive



Personal care applications Home and fabric care applications
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Product
Colour
Index 

number

Colour index name
FD&C name

E-No
Japanese name

Home and personal care
US FDA / EU Cosmetic Directive /

Japanese MHLW

Home and personal care
EU Cosmetic Directive /

Japanese MHLW

Home and fabric care Physical form

Puricolor® Blue PBL29 FDA
(old: Ultramarine Blue 54)

77007
Pigment Blue 29
Ultramarine
Gunjou

 powder     

Iragon® Blue ABL80 HFC
(old: Iragon® Blue ABL80)

61585
Acid Blue 80
-
-

 powder      

Iragon® Blue ABL80-X HFC
(old: Iragon® Blue ABL80-X)

61585
Acid Blue 80
-
-

 granulate n n n n n n

Puricolor® Blue PBL15-L
(old: Vibracolor® Blue PBL15-L)

74160
Pigment Blue 15
-
-

 liquid     

Puricolor® Blue PBL 15:3
(old: Sicomet® Blue P 74160)

74160
Pigment Blue 15:3
-
-

 powder    

Puricolor® Blue ABL9 FDA
(old: Puricolor® Blue ABL9)

42090
Acid Blue 9
FD&C Blue No 1
E133/Ao1

 powder      n   

Iragon® Blue ABL9 HFC
(old: Basacid® Blue 756)

42090
Acid Blue 9
-
-

 powder   

Iragon® Blue ABL9-L HFC
(old: Basacid® Blue 756 Liquid)

42090
Acid Blue 9
-
-

 liquid   

Puricolor® Blue FBL5
(old: Vibracolor® Blue FBL5)

42051
Food Blue 5
E131
-

 powder       

Iragon® Blue FBL5-L HFC
(old: Basacid® Blue V 20 Liquid)

42051
Food Blue 5
-
-

 liquid   

Iragon® Blue DBL86 HFC
(old: Iragon® Blue DBL86)

74180
Direct Blue 86
-
-

 powder   

Puricolor® Green PGR7-L
(old: Vibracolor® Green PGR7-L)

74260
Pigment Green 7
-
-

 liquid     

Puricolor® Green PGR7
(old: Vibracolor® Green PGR7)

74260
Pigment Green 7
-
-

 powder   

Iragon® Green AGR25 HFC
(old: Basovit® Green 876)

61570
Acid Green 25
-
-

 powder      

Puricolor® Green SGR7 FDA
(old: Puricolor® Green SGR7)

59040
Solvent Green7
D&C Green No 8
Midori204

 powder        

Puricolor® Green SGR7
(old: Vibracolor® Green SGR7)

59040
Solvent Green7
- 
-

 powder        

Puricolor® Green U3 FDA
(old: Puricolor® Green U3)

42053
Food Green 3
FD&C Green No 3
Midori3

 powder       
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Puricolor® and Iragon® 
Pigments and dyes

6 Color makes the difference 
Puricolor® and Iragon® pigments and dyes for home and personal care products

US FDA CFR 21	 EU Cosmetic Regulation 1223/2009	 JP MHLW (selected products only) 	 E-No European authorized food colorants possible to use (depending on application)	 recommendedLocal regulations should always be considered and adhered to in regards to product applications
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Product
Colour
Index 

number

Colour index name
FD&C name

E-No
Japanese name

Home and personal care
US FDA / EU Cosmetic Directive /

Japanese MHLW

Home and personal care
EU Cosmetic Directive /

Japanese MHLW

Home and fabric care Physical form

Iragon® Green AGR1 HFC
(old: Basovit® Green 970)

10020
Acid Green 1
-
-

 powder     

Puricolor® Yellow FYE13
(old: Vibracolor® Yellow FYE13)

47005
Food Yellow 13
E104
Ki203

 powder        

Iragon® Yellow FYE13 HFC
(old: Basovit® Yellow 094 70 %)

47005
Food Yellow 13
-
-

 powder  

Puricolor® Yellow PYE1-L
(old: Vibracolor® Yellow PYE1-L)

11680
Pigment Yellow 1
-
-

 liquid     

Iragon® Yellow PYE1-L HFC
(old: Iragon® Yellow PYE1-L)

11680
Pigment Yellow 1
-
-

 liquid  

Puricolor® Yellow AYE17
(old: Vibracolor® Yellow AYE17)

18965
Acid Yellow 17
-
-

 powder          

Puricolor® Yellow PYE13-L
(old: Vibracolor® Yellow PYE13-L)

21100
Pigment Yellow 13
-
-

 liquid  

Iragon® Yellow DYE28 HFC
(old: Iragon® Yellow DYE28)

19555
Direct Yellow 28
-
-

 powder   

Puricolor® Yellow AYE23 FDA
(old: Puricolor® Yellow AYE23)

19140
Acid Yellow 23
FD&C Yellow No 5
E102 / Ki4

 powder           

Iragon® Yellow AYE23 HFC
(old: Iragon® Yellow AYE23)

19140
Acid Yellow 23
- 
-

 powder     

Iragon® Yellow AYE73 HFC
(old: Basovit® Yellow 226-S)

45350
Acid Yellow 73
-
-

 powder 

Iragon® Yellow AYE36 HFC
(old: Basovit® Yellow 232)

13065
Acid Yellow 36
-
-

 powder 

Puricolor® Yellow PYE42 FDA
(old: Puricolor® Yellow PYE42)

77492
Pigment Yellow 42
synthetic iron oxide
E172 / Sankatetu

 powder    

Puricolor® Yellow FYE3 FDA
(old: Puricolor® Yellow FYE3)

15985
Food Yellow 3
FD&C No 6
E110 / Ki5

 powder        

Puricolor® Orange AOR7 FDA
(old: Puricolor® Orange AOR7)

15510
Acid Orange 7
D&C Orange No 4
Daidai205

 powder          

Iragon® Orange AOR7 HFC
(old: Vibracolor® Orange AOR7)

15510
Acid Orange 7
E124 
Daidai205

 powder      

Puricolor® Red FRE1 FDA
(old: Puricolor® Red FRE1)

14700
Food Red 1
FD&C Red No 4
Aka504

 powder         

Puricolor® Red ARE18
(old: Vibracolor® Red ARE18)

16255
Acid Red 18
E124
Aka102

 powder       
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US FDA CFR 21	 EU Cosmetic Regulation 1223/2009	 JP MHLW (selected products only) 	 E-No European authorized food colorants possible to use (depending on application)	 recommendedLocal regulations should always be considered and adhered to in regards to product applications 
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Product
Colour
Index 

number

Colour index name
FD&C name

E-No
Japanese name

Home and personal care
US FDA / EU Cosmetic Directive /

Japanese MHLW

Home and personal care
EU Cosmetic Directive /

Japanese MHLW

Home and fabric care Physical form

Iragon® Red ARE18 HFC
(old: Basovit® Red 400 E)

16255
Acid Red 18
-
-

 powder  

Puricolor® Red FRE14
(old: Erythrosin 88 E 127)

45430
Food Red14
-
E127

 powder      

Puricolor® Red ARE14
(old: Vibracolor® Red ARE14)

14720
Acid Red 14
-
E122

 powder       

Puricolor® Red PRE5-L
(old: Vibracolor® Red PRE5-L)

12490
Pigment Red 5
-
-

 liquid      

Iragon® Red ARE27 HFC
(old: Basovit® Red 470 E 123 85 %)

16185
Acid Red 27
-
-

 powder  

Puricolor® Red ARE33 FDA
(old: Puricolor® Red ARE33)

17200
Acid Red 33
D&C Red No 33
Aka227

 powder       

Puricolor® Red ARE52
(old: Vibracolor® Red ARE52)

45100
Acid Red 52
-
Aka106

 powder         

Puricolor® Black PBLK7-L
(old: Vibracolor® Black PBK7-L)

77266
Pigment Black 7
-
-

 liquid     

Iragon® liquid dyes

Iragon® Brilliant Blue Liquid HFC
(old: Iragon® Brilliant Blue Liquid)

N.A. special proprietary
blend  liquid      

Iragon® Bright Pink Liquid HFC
(old: Iragon® Bright Pink Liquid)

N.A. special proprietary
blend  liquid      

Iragon® Bright Yellow Liquid HFC
(old: Iragon® Bright Yellow Liquid)

N.A. special proprietary
blend  liquid      
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Puricolor® and Iragon® 
Pigments, dyes and liquid dyes

The color shade is indicative. The actual shade in use depends 
on formulation and might vary. The recommendations are to  
be viewed as basic guidelines to assist in making a choice of 
the right colorant for a specific formulation. The performance 
and stability of a colorant in a specific formulation needs to  
be tested and validated. To help in this activity, the product 
Technical Data Sheets provide information such as solubility, 
pH-, bleach-, and light-stability and are available on request.

While making color recommendations, BASF may suggest 
colorants (for special purposes), which do not conform to the 
information in the tables above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
�General application guideline 
 
Dyes are generally suitable for aqueous formulations. The 
liquid dyes range is additionally designed for the special needs 
of laundry products (low staining risk). Though dyes are 
primarily used to color liquid products, they can also be used 
to color pastes or soap bars. Powders can be colored too, e.g. 
via spray-process, slurry mixing, etc.
 
Pigment dispersions work very well with pastes, soap bars, 
powders and tablets. Pigments are generally more stable than 
dyes, so pigment dispersions may also be used in some liquid 
products with demanding stability criteria. However, in such 

cases, the dispersion capability of the formulation should be 
high to avoid pigment agglomeration and subsequent 
precipitation. 
 
Pigment powders are suitable for coloring solid products such 
as powders, soap bars, pastes or makeup/lipsticks. Pigment 
powders are not pre-dispersed and therefore need thorough 
homogenization. If no dispersion process is involved, they  
are not recommended for liquid products (due to risk of 
precipitation).

US FDA CFR 21	 EU Cosmetic Regulation 1223/2009	 JP MHLW (selected products only) 	 E-No European authorized food colorants possible to use (depending on application)	 recommendedLocal regulations should always be considered and adhered to in regards to product applications 
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The data contained in this publication are based on our current knowledge and experience. In view of the many factors that may affect processing and application of our product, these data do not 
relieve processors from carrying out their own investigations and tests; neither do these data imply any guarantee of certain properties, nor the suitability of the product for a specific purpose. Any 
descriptions, drawings, photographs, data, proportions, weights, etc. given herein may change without prior information and do not constitute the agreed contractual quality of the product. The agreed 
contractual quality of the product results exclusively from the statements made in the product specification. It is the responsibility of the recipient of our product to ensure that any proprietary rights 
and existing laws and legislation are observed. When handling these products, advice and information given in the safety data sheet must be complied with. Further, protective and workplace hygiene 
measures adequate for handling chemicals must be observed. 

®	 = registered trademark of the BASF Group

Contacts worldwide

BASF SE
67056 Ludwigshafen 
Germany 
www.basf.com/pigments

Asia
BASF East Asia Regional Headquarters Ltd.
45/F, Jardine House
No. 1 Connaught Place
Central
Hong Kong
Tel.: +852 2731-4338
Fax: +852 2731-5633
 
Europe, Africa, West Asia
BTC Europe GmbH
Rheinpromenade 1
40789 Monheim am Rhein
Germany
Tel:  +49 217 3 33 47-0
Fax: +49 217 3 33 47-211
colorants@btc-europe.com
www.btc-europe.com

North America
BASF Corporation
100 Park Avenue
Florham Park, NJ 07932
USA
Tel.: +1 800 962-7829
Fax: +1 800 971-1123
International
Tel.: +1 973 245-7399
Fax: +1 864 332-5080   
 
South America
BASF S.A.
Av. das Nações Unidas, 14171 – 11° andar
Morumbi – São Paulo – SP
04794-000
Brazil
Tel.: +55 11 2039-3536
Fax: +55 11 2039-2987 


